
 

Non‐Residential Structure 

Guide for floodplain development 

 
 

 
Lowest floor use limited to 

storage of vehicles and 
articles readily removable 

 
 
 

 
* Elevated floor must be at least 1‐foot 
above BFE. 

* Built with flood resistant material 
below 1‐foot above the BFE. 

* Openings required. 

* Utilities elevated above BFE 

 

 
 
 
 

Lowest Floor/Multi‐storied 
structures 

 

Usage other than readily removable 
storage 

VIOLATION 

 

 
 

 
Non‐Residential 

Structures, 
including 

Agricultural 
Structures 

Located in SFHA 

 
 
 

 
Lowest floor used for any 

other purpose 

Lowest floor must be elevated or DRY 
floodproofed to at least 1‐foot above 
BFE. Utilities must be elevated above 

BFE. 
 
 

Wet floodproofed/Flood Vents with 
floor less than 1‐foot above BFE. 

VIOLATION 
 
 

 
 

Single Story 
Structure 

 
Floor must be elevated or 

DRY floodproofed to at least 
1‐foot above BFE 

 

Wet floodproofed/Flood Vents with 
lowest floor less than 1‐foot above 

BFE. 

VIOLATION 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slab on Grade 

 
 
 
 

Top of Slab 
must be at 
least 1-foot 
above BFE 

* TB 11-01 must be adopted and built as specified. 

* Allowed if no more than 2 feet subgrade and total of 4 feet or less 
in total height. 

* Height greater than 4 feet (top of floor to bottom of rafter) is a 
VIOLATION 

* More than 2-foot below grade is a VIOLATION 

* Openings required. Utilities elevated/floodproofed. 

 

 

 
 

Residential 
Structure 
Located in 

SFHA 

 
 

 
Crawlspace 

Subgrade 
Crawl 

 
 

Crawl floor at 
or above 

grade 

* Reference floor moves to floor above crawl. That floor must be 1- 
foot above BFE. 

* Openings required. 

* Utilities elevated/floodproofed. 

 

 
Area below 

lowest floor Not subgrade 
on all sides 

* Reference elevation moves to elevated floor. 

* Must have openings. 

* Use is restricted to storage of vehicle, limited storage, and access 
to elevated floor. 

 
 

 
Subgrade on 

all sides If more than 4 feet in height and subgrade it is a VIOLATION. 

Residential Development 

Floodplain Management Requirements 



 

Appurtenant/Accessory Structure 

Guide for Floodplain Management 

 

 
Floor may be below BFE 

provided it complies with 
ordinance language 

 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
COMPLIANCE 

* Floodproof Material 

* Adequately anchored 

* Openings 

* Only elevated electrical 

* Limited to storage of a vehicle 
and items readily removable. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Appurtenant Structures, 

called Accessory 
Structures by FEMA 

400 square feet or less 

Located in SFHA 

Ordinance 
Includes 

Appurtenant 
Structure 
language 

 

 
Ordinance 
does NOT 

contain 
Appurtenant 

Structure 
language 

 

Floor elevated to at least 
1‐foot above BFE 

 
 
 
 
 

Floor elevated at least 1‐ 
foot above BFE 

 
 
 

 
Variance 

 
* Use other than storage is a 
VIOLATION. 

* Utilities other than elevated 
electrical is a VIOLATION. 

 
 

Variance acceptable to FEMA 
if meeting Minimum 
Standards: 

* Floodproof Material 

* Adequately anchored 

* Openings 

* Only elevated electrical 

* Limited to storage of 
vehicles and/or items 
readily removable. 

 
 

If not constructed to Nebraska 
Minimum Standards 

requirements , exceptional 
hardship must be demonstrated. 


